Learning to Communicate (Teaching Notes)
j d white,

1.  Introduction

1.1   Purpose

To provide a lively introduction and help students to think about the real purposes for language.

1.2   Assumptions

· Students have a basic level of English

2.  Slide-by-Slide teaching notes

1.  Communication includes not only language but also body position and actions. - a look, a touch. Demonstrate communication by play acting with a student an invitation to play basketball. Do not use any words. 

2.  Echo the words.  Demonstrate circumspection.  Have a student stand at front of the class and walk around him looking at him from all angles.  Explain circum=circle (circumference) and spection=look.

3.  The story.  A dark night in Beijing and I was walking home via a darkened street. Suddenly 3 young men blocked my way.  I was quite scared and thought they were going to rob me.  However the leader said:  “Teach me English”.  He pulled out a book and I spent about 15 minutes teaching him English.  Then he let me continue on my way.

4.  The story. I got off the bus at the wrong stop.  A girl followed me.  She said gently that she thought I must be lost and asked me to come home with her.  She took my hand and told me that her mother was an excellent cook and would make a nice meal for me while I talked with her in English.  I went home with her and then every week went to her family's house for dinner.

5.  Ask a girl to come to the front to demonstrate this concept.  First from 6m apart say: “Hello my name is Jonathon David White, What's Yours?” and carry on a short conversation.  Students will think it is strange. Then move to 1.5m apart and try the same conversation.  Finally move to 5cm from her and try the same conversation!

6.  Explanation.  Just like people have a physical distance, people have a mental space.  IF you try to talk to them about something they are not interested in then they won't be too happy and will be bored.  Rather you need to come closer and talk about something they are interested in.  However, if you get too close then they will be uncomfortable.  Thus you need circumspection to decide what to talk about.  i.e. we don't ask a person: “How much do you weight?...

7.  You want to be interested in people and what they are interested in -- not just as a tool to help you learn English.  For example, my wife.  She saw I was interested in Lasers and thus expressed an interest in lasers too when we were dating.  Unfortunately after marriage her interest vanished

8.  Observation important.  My wife observed I was interested in lasers. Another girl I knew in China was excellent in this area.  For example, she got in a taxi, noticed the driver had a picture of his son of whom he was obviously very proud.  She engaged him in conversation about his son.  He was so happy that when the ride ended he refused to let her pay!

9.  Demonstrate these techniques.  Especially emphasis “And you?”

10.  CNY.  Foreigners feel isolated especially on holidays.  When in China, students often invited me to their homes in countryside on Chinese New Year.  I would spend a week with them communicating in English and Chinese.  We were all happy.
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